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you would do well if by your influence in the government of the province,
you could procure the total abolition of that custom or some better regulation
in that respect. We are not perhaps sufficienly masters of the subject to see
all the difficulties and, it may be, improperiety of such an attempt, and there-
fore we do not enjoin it otherwise than an object worthy of your attention ;
but whether you take any steps to that end or not, we would have you give
us your thoughts on the subject very fully, explaining to us the cause of such.
an annual decrease in value, and whether anv and what remedy can be best
j                                                                 +
applied.
62.    It appears by your treasury books that sice a rupees thus reduced in
value are sometimes recoined in our mint, which is attended (as you say in
your letter of the 12th November 1761) with a charge of two and a quarter
per cent, but it does not appear whether it is the constant practice to do so ;
you will therefore explain this to us, in the mean time we must suppose it is,
for since the difference in value between sunnauts and siccas is as we understand
generally, greater than that, all sunnauts which come into our treasury (and if
our revenues be paid chiefly in that specie, the sum must be considerable)
should be recoined and issued as siccas.   The profit arising on the sunnauts
you recoin and on some other articles is, we remark, in your treasury books
carried every month to profit and loss, which is an improper entry.   The head
of profit and loss should be used only for the close of annual accounts, or
for such accidental entries as are not worth the trouble of a new head, not
for a regular monthly entry.   In the case before us, the head of batta seems
a proper one ; that or any other that may appear to you more applicable to
the subject must therefore be opened on your books and cleared at their close
by profit and loss.   We must here also take notice of the custom of using
India words in your books, whereby many articles are rendered unintelligible
to  us.    You  must  in future  avoid  that  practice,  or  whenever  you  find  it
more convenient to use them, always add in English their signification in a
parenthesis.
Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military seruanls and accounts
63.    We have considered the difficulties you were under with respect to
Mr. Johns tone's returning to his station at Burdwan, ancl
Lre. ^from   26th   direct in future, when the post to be filled by any person
o\i.   /o     aias   -   restored to our service is not expressed in our orders from
hence ; that in such case the servant so restored is to> remain
in his rank at the Presidency and wait until some post suitable to it falls
vacant.
64.    Whenever you think it really necessary to have a Resident at the
Durbar, we direct you to choose him, not by seniority in the service, but by an
f,                                                                                                  J                                   J                                                                                      j
established character for integrity, abilities and a knowledge of the country
language. We understand he is to be the sole agent for transacting all business
at the Durbar, and direct the copy of his correspondence with the Nabob or his
officers, with the Presidency and chiefs of the subordinates, officers of the
army or civil servants on publick affairs, be transmitted to us annually in
duplicate. We think his allowance extremely high as also that of his assistants,
which you are therefore to reconsider; and as we leave the nomination of this